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concentrate in his own hands all business save that connected with
the army and diplomacy. In finance his influence was merely
ephemeral: he made no change in the fiscal system or the custom-
ary distribution of expenditure; his efforts to lighten the burden
of taxation remained in vain, and the expense of the war forced
him to create taxes which provoked revolts in regions such as
Brittany, less accustomed than the rest to the Government's
arbitrary fiscal procedure.

His influence upon trade and industry seemed to produce more
effect; it has been happily defined by Lavisse as having been not
so much Colbert's work as an qffire, or project, presented by him
to the king with a view to increasing the wealth of the realm.
Colbert had no new ideas to contribute; what he proposed was to
make use of the methods applied or recommended for more than
a century past. As he wrote: 4The principle will readily be con-
ceded that it is nothing but the abundance of money in a state that
makes the difference to its greatness and power.3 Or again: The
quantity of money cannot be increased without at the same time
taking the same quantity away from neighbouring states.' In his
eyes, the important thing was to keep the greatest possible quantity
of money in the kingdom; he therefore tried to discourage foreign
countries from exporting their produce, and to hamper the mari-
time trade of foreigners, especially the Dutch, while encouraging
the manufacture of industrial products in France. This is why
he raised the customs tarifis on the industrial products of foreign
countries and imposed heavy dues upon foreign ships entering
French ports. In order to satisfy France's old customers in the
Levant, who were in the habit of always buying the same types
of textiles, he revived the old regulations prescribing a uniform
length, width, and quality for every piece of stuff. In order to
encourage trade in distant countries, he created trading companies
on the Dutch model, each of which enjoyed a monopoly in a certain
region; they all went bankrupt, leaving behind them nothing but
the germ from which subsequently sprang the French East India
Company, or Compagnie des Indes orientals*.

Colbert's 'offer* met with no acceptance either from Louis XIV,

who took but little interest in manufactures, or from the French

bourgeoisie, which was loath to risk its money in commercial or

industrial enterprises, preferring the safe investment of purchasing
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